
(Preliminary minutes – subject to approval by Presbytery of Lake Huron) 

PRESBYTERY OF LAKE HURON 
Stated Meeting – December 1, 2020 

 
The Presbytery of Lake Huron was called to order with prayer by the Moderator, the Rev. 
Philomena Ofori-Nipaah, at 9:30 a.m., on Tuesday, December 1, 2020, and was held via 
Zoom (due to State of Michigan restrictions relating to COVID-19). Highlighted 
congregation was First Presbyterian Church of Flint, Michigan. 
 
The Executive Presbyter acknowledged the native land in the presbytery. 
 
The Stated Clerk gave a short introduction on using Zoom and how to vote using this 
platform. 
 
An introduction of the Rev. Dr. Diane Moffett was given. 
 
The roll was taken, and the moderator announced that a quorum was present. 
[ATTACHMENT A] 
 
Welcome was given by the pastor of the highlighted congregation, the Rev. Dr. Joseph 
Novak of Flint-First. 
 
MOTION WAS SUSTAINED to seat the following as a Corresponding Member: The Revs. 
Chip Hardwick (Miami Valley), Chris Roseland (Ohio Valley), Doug Portz (Pittsburgh), 
Diane Moffett (Salem) and Doyeong Kim (Christian Reformed Church). 
 
MOTION WAS SUSTAINED to adopt the docket. 
 
MOTION WAS SUSTAINED to approve the Consent Agenda which included the 
following: 
 

1. The minutes of the September 15, 2020 Stated Meeting of the Presbytery. 
 

2. The request of the Swartz Creek Mundy Presbyterian Church for an exception to 
G-2.0404 so that they may elect a ruling elder to serve more than two consecutive 
terms. 

 
The NOMINATING TEAM report was given by Elder Mary Ann Parker. (The election of 
committee members was held later in the meeting.) 
 
MOTION WAS SUSTAINED to elect the Elder Linda Langrill as Moderator of Presbytery 
and the Rev. Glenn Grant as Vice Moderator of Presbytery for a period of one year 
effective immediately. 
 
The INSTALLATION OF THE MODERATOR AND VICE MODERATOR OF 
PRESBYTERY was held. 
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Recognition of the outgoing Moderator of Presbytery, the Rev. Philomena Ofori-Nipaah, 
took place. She was thanked for her service and presented with a Moderator’s cross. 
 
The newly installed Moderator, Elder Linda Langrill assumed the chair. 
 
A short BREAK was taken prior to Worship. 
 
WORSHIP included a CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER, sermon by the Rev. 
Dr. Diane Moffett and an OFFERING to the Crossover Downtown Outreach Ministries of 
Flint.  
 
A short BREAK was taken prior to the Equipping for Ministry workshop. 
 
The Moderator reconvened the presbytery. 
 
The Executive Presbyter introduced the Equipping Time leader. 
 
EQUIPPING TIME was led by the Rev. Dr. Diane Moffett. The topic was “The Matthew 
25 Church.” 
 
A short BREAK was taken prior to the business portion of the meeting. 
 
The Moderator reconvened the presbytery. 
 
The newly elected Vice Moderator, the Rev. Glenn Grant, assumed the chair. 
 
The report of the SAGINAW KOREAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ADMINISTRATIVE 
COMMISSION was given by the Rev. Paul Ytterock. 
 
The Commission recommended and presbytery unanimously approved the following: 
 

1. The recommendation from the Trustees that the name of the Korean 
Presbyterian Church of Saginaw, 5560 McCarty Rd, Saginaw, MI be changed to 
the “Michigan Nanum Presbyterian Church.” (“Nanum” means “fellowship” or 
“community”.) A legal review of the name change was conducted and found to 
have no impact on existing Presbytery loans to the church. 
 

2. By the provisions of G-2.0505.a.2 granted an exemption for all of the 
examinations required of candidates for ordination to the Rev. Dr. Doyeong Kim.  
Dr. Kim has been ordained as a minister in another Reformed church for more 
than the required five years. This motion required a 2/3 vote of the Presbytery. 
 

3. To receive Dr. Kim by transfer from the Christian Reformed Church (CRC).  
 

4. Appoint Dr. Kim as the moderator of the Korean Presbyterian Church, Saginaw, 
until installation.   
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 Prayer was led by the Rev. Paul Ytterock and the Rev. Dr. Doyeong Kim. 
 
The Moderator assumed the chair. 
 
The PRESBYTERY COUNCIL report was given by the Rev. Lindsey Carnes and Elders 
Adam Engel and Linda Langrill.  
 
The Presbytery Council POLICIES, BILLS AND OVERTURES TEAM was given by 
Lindsey Carnes. The team presented the following and presbytery approved: 
 

1. Adoption of amendments to the Presbytery Manual of Operations to combine the 
Commission on Ministry (COM) and the Commission on Preparation for Ministry 
(CPM) into one unit. The merge rules are effective at the close of the meeting. 
The combined unit is to be known as “COMMP”. [ATTACHMENT B] 
 

2. A first reading of the proposed changes to the Bylaws of Lake Huron Presbytery 
with a second reading and vote at the March Presbytery meeting. If approved, 
the proposed bylaws would be effective at the close of that meeting. 
[ATTACHMENT C]. 
 

The Presbytery Council BUDGET AND FINANCE TEAM was given by Adam Engel. 
The team presented the following and presbytery approved: 

 
3. Adoption of the 2021 budget as approved by the Presbytery Council 

[ATTACHMENT D]. 
 
The Vice Moderator assumed the chair. 
 
The Presbytery Council PERSONNEL TEAM was given by Linda Langrill. The team 
presented the following and presbytery approved: 

 
4. Amended the Terms of Call for the Executive Presbyter and to designate the 

clergy housing allowance for 2021: 
 

Cash Salary $52,223.02 ($  311.47) } reflects .6% COLA 
Housing Allowance $32,578.30 ($  194.30) } reflects .6% COLA 
Full pension/medical/  
  Supplemental life insurance 
 
 

$29,135.30 ($1,636.42) reduced premiums 
for pension   
 Vacation Time 4 weeks including 4 Sundays 

Study Leave 2 weeks including 2 Sundays 
Professional Expenses & 
Travel Reimbursement 

$08,500.00 with mileage at IRS Rate 
($1,500) reduced travel expected 

Continuing Education $03,000.00 
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5. Approved the recommended changes in compensation for the Stated Clerk: 
 

Stated Clerk: 2020 2021 
Salary  $17,886.00 $17,993.32 ($107.32} reflects .6% COLA 
SECA/Medicare $1,368.28 $01,376.49 ($    8.21) reflects .6% COLA   
Travel & business 
 reimbursements $3,000.00 $12,500.00 ($500.00) reduced travel 

 
The Presbytery Council presented the following items for information: 
 

1. On September 25, Governor Whitmer signed executive orders 2020-183 and 
2020-184 relaxing some of the restrictions on public gatherings across the state 
of Michigan. In response, the Council met on October 2, 2020 via zoom to issue 
new supplemental guidance. Highlights include: 

a. Conducting Indoor, In-Person Worship: 
Reminded those churches which either currently practice or plan to 
resume indoor, in-person worship of the safety protocols that were 
previously issued. It is especially important to limit congregational 
responses, to avoid singing, and not to run HVAC or ceiling fans while the 
sanctuary is occupied. [note: superseded by item 2 below] 
 

b. Electronic meetings:  
Encouraged churches to consider adopting, if not already in place, new 
bylaws or rules permitting electronic, virtual annual meetings now, rather 
than later, when outdoor gatherings become increasingly difficult. 
 

c. Presbytery Gatherings: 
Meetings of the Presbytery and its committees will continue to be held 
electronically until further notice, in keeping with the state mandates. Staff 
will continue to work remotely as much as possible. Staff travel will be 
restricted to essential business only, and then only when all in-person 
gathering protocols are being observed. 

 
2. On November 13, Council issued urgent advice regarding COVID-19 

precautions. Highlights include: 
a. Churches are encouraged to suspend all in person gatherings. 
b. Recommended that churches monitor daily a website such as 

www.covidactnow.org and adopt the following guidelines based on county-
level statistics: 
 

Color Meaning Guidance 
Green On track to contain 

COVID 
• Safe to conduct in-person activities with 

safety protocols 

https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90705-540568--,00.html#:%7E:text=Beginning%20October%209%2C%202020%2C%20most,operate%20at%2020%25%20seating%20capacity.
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90705-540600--,00.html#:%7E:text=Executive%20Orders-,Executive%20Order%202020%2D184%3A%20Safeguards%20to%20protect,Michigan's%20workers%20from%20COVID%2D19&text=Businesses%20must%20continue%20to%20do,their%20patrons%2C%20and%20their%20communities.&text=The%20novel%20coronavirus%20(COVID%2D19,in%20serious%20illness%20or%20death.
http://www.covidactnow.org/
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Yellow Slow disease growth • Limit in-person activities to essential 

functions only.  
• If yellow is sustained for more than seven 

consecutive days, consider suspending all 
indoor, in-person activities. 

Orange 
 
 

At risk of outbreak • If orange is present for three days in any 
week, suspend all indoor in-person activities 
until you have had seven consecutive days of 
yellow or green, and consider suspending 
all outdoor in-person activities.  

• If there is sustained orange for seven 
consecutive days, suspend all in-person 
activities (both indoor and outdoor) until 
you have seven consecutive days of yellow or 
green. 

Red Active or imminent 
outbreak 

• Suspend all in-person activities (both 
indoor and outdoor) until you have had 
seven consecutive days of yellow or green. 

 
c. Sessions are urged to respect the conscience of pastors who believe it 

unsafe to engage in in-person activities and should provide them the 
opportunity to find a safer means of participation.  

 
3. Designated the December Presbytery meeting offering be given to the Crossover 

Downtown Outreach Ministries of Flint. 
 

4. Approved the purchase of new phones for the Presbytery Office in the amount of 
$1,020.00 as part of a package to reduce phone costs approximately $5000 over 
three years. Funds from account #000-110-51031 (Presbytery Office) would be 
used to cover costs. Installation is scheduled for the first week of December. 

 
5. Approved an additional donation of $10,000 to Alma College’s fund-raising 

campaign “Our Time is Now”. The funds would go toward Chaplaincy and the 
Dunning Memorial Chapel. Funds from account #40280 (Investment Distribution) 
will be used to cover costs. This donation fulfills a promise made earlier this year 
with the promise to review and supplement an earlier donation based on financial 
performance. 

 
The Moderator assumed the chair. 
  
The COMMISSION ON MINISTRY AND MINISTRY PREPARATION report was given 
by Elder Janie Gugino. The commission presented and presbytery approved the 
following: 
 

1. Adopted the Lay Pulpit Supply Authorization Process [ATTACHMENT E] 
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2. Enroll Allison Muenzer and Nathaniel Asperger as an Inquirers Under Care of the 
Presbytery. 
 

3. The terms of the part-time Temporary Supply contract between Elder Mark 
Garavaglia and the Sandusky and Yale churches for a period of three months, 
effective December 1, 2020. 
 

Salary $350/week  
Travel Reimbursement At current IRS Rate up to $300 

 
4. That Mark Garavaglia, an elder holding active membership at  First Presbyterian 

Church, Deckerville, be Commissioned to serve as a Commissioned Pastor at 
Sandusky Presbyterian Church and the First Presbyterian Church of Yale, per 
the terms of the contract. And, that Elder Garavaglia be granted authority for the 
following: 

 
• To preach and administer the sacraments 
• To perform weddings within the context of his ministry 
• To moderate the Sessions of the churches upon invitation by the COM-

appointed moderator, or upon appointment by the COM 
• To have voice and vote at meetings of the Presbytery for the term of his 

service. 
 

5. Automatic upon receipt of training report and session endorsement, authorization 
for the following elders to preside at the Lord’s Table in their own congregations 
when invited by the Session and a Minister of the Word and Sacrament is not 
available for a period of one year: 
 

a. Mundy Presbyterian Church (trained 10/31/20 by Dan Saperstein) 
i. Gail Smith 
ii. Anne Truchan 

 
b. First Presbyterian Church, Yale (trained 10/28/20 by Dan Saperstein) 

i. Bob LePla 
ii. Nancy LePla 

 
c. Sandusky Presbyterian Church (trained 10/28/20 by Dan 

Saperstein)  Joanne Stoutenburg was also trained, but COM limits 
authorization to three elders per church. 

i. Vicky Bright 
ii. Doug Gorringe 
iii. Rochelle Rich 
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The COMMP reported that it took the following actions on behalf of presbytery: 
 

3. Granted permission for the following churches to elect Pastor Nominating 
Committees: 

a. Flushing 
b. Holly 
c. Flint-Trinity United 
d. Vassar-First 

 
4. Transferred the membership of Rafaat Zaki to Cherokee Presbytery. 

 
5. Appointed Ted McCulloch as the Commission on Preparation for Ministry point 

person and convener until a committee chair can be elected. 
 

6. Appointed Robbie Carnes as Moderator of Session of Flushing. 
 

7. Approved the part-time (90%, approximately 35-40 hours  per week) Transitional 
Pastor contract renewal between the Rev. Lindsey Carnes and Flint-Trinity United 
for a period of one year effective October 1, 2020. Terms are as follows: 

 
Cash Salary $44,100 
Housing Allowance N/A 
BoP coverage $5,292 
SECA Offset $3,374 
Travel Reimbursement $2,400 at IRS Rate 
Continuing Education and Books $1,500 
Medical Supplement $3,000 
Other Professional Expenses $900 
Vacation Time 4 weeks including 4 Sundays 
Study Leave 2 weeks including 2 Sundays 

 
8. Approved the renewal of part-time CRE contract renewal between Elder Jon Baker 

and Rosebush-Rosebush for a period of one year, effective October 1, 2019. 
Terms are as follows: 

 
Salary $200/week 
Vacation Allowance 4-8 Sundays 

The Rev. Andrew Miller will continue to serve as his mentor. 
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9. Approved the renewal of the part-time Temporary Relationship contract renewal 
between the Rev. Ron Vredeveld and Beaverton-First effective January 1, 2021 
for a period of one year. Terms are as follows: 

 
Salary and Housing Allowance $28,100  
Study Leave Allowance $325 
Phone Calls $300 
Professional Expenses $500 
Travel Reimbursement At current IRS Rate up to $300 
Medical Reimbursement Included in Cash Salary 
Vacation Time 4 weeks including 4 Sundays 
Study Leave 2 weeks including 2 Sundays 

 
The TRUSTEES report given by Ted McCulloch. The Trustees presented the following 
and presbytery approved: 
 

1. Authorize Linden Presbyterian Church to sell a residential property at 211 W. 
Broad St., Linden, MI 48451: 

 
Parcel Number: 61-20-551-058 
PART OF LOT 9 BEG AT NW COR OF LOT 9, TH N 74 DEG 53' E 88', TH S 22 
DEG 36 MIN 13 SEC E 17.91', THE S 9 DEG 58 MIN 02 SEC E 76.75', THE S 
12 DEG, 52 MIN 49 SEC W 42.54', THE S 80 DEG 01 MIN 58 SEC W 85', TH N 
0 DEG 07 MIN E 71.5', TH N 12 DEG 38 MIN E 55.2' TO POB 

 
at a sale price no lower than $190,000 to the current tenants, or no lower than 
$198,999 in the market, where the net profit will be deposited in the Perpetual 
Fund. (see attached congregational action). 

 
2. Recommend to the Presbytery to authorize Countryside Trinity Church to sell the 

church manse located at 4675 Deerfield Dr., Saginaw Charter Township, MI 
48603: 

 

 
The sale will be at market value with an initial list price of $124,900. On August 
18, 2020, the Session adopted a resolution that "net proceeds from the sale of 
the manse be appropriately invested and maintained in a separate 
fund.  Investment earnings and principal from the fund will be transferred 
annually to the General Fund and used to support the housing allowance 
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expense item in our budget.  In the event there is no housing allowance item, the 
transfer will go to the pastor's salary line.  The amount of the annual transfer will 
be the net proceeds of the sale divided by 15 (as 15 years).  Net proceeds of the 
sale are defined as the cash received at closing less reimbursement to the 
General Fund for expenses incurred in preparing the manse property for sale." 

 
The remainder of the NOMINATING TEAM report was given by Elder Mary Ann Parker. 
The team placed in nomination and the presbytery elected the following to the committees 
and classes listed: 
 
TRUSTEES: 
 Bob Emrich    class 2021   Clergy 
  

Glenn Grant   class 2023   Clergy  
 Sarah Martin-Fanone  class 2023   Elder 
  
COMMISSION ON MINISTRY AND MINISTRY PREPARATION: 
 Bill Bowen   class of 2023   Elder 
 Scott Kroener  class of 2023   Clergy 
 Paul Ytterock   class of 2023   Clergy 
 Philomena Ofori-Nipaah  class of 2023   Clergy 
 Janette Gonzales  class of 2023   Elder 
  

Jon Baker   class of 2022   Elder 
Ann Moe   class of 2022   Elder   
 
Joy Smith   class of 2021   Clergy 
Carol Dulin   class of 2021   Elder 

 
COMMISSION ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY:    
 Christina Jensen  class of 2023   Clergy  
 Robbie Carnes  class of 2023   Clergy 
  

C J Merriman  class of 2022   Elder  
 
NOMINATING:  NOMINATED BY COUNCIL , CLASS OF 2021, 2022, 2023  
 Linda Graham  class of 2021   Clergy 
 Christine Wolf  class of 2023   Elder 
 
PERMANENT JUDICIAL COMMISSION 
 Sally Pomeroy  class of 2021   Elder 
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PRESBYTERY COUNCIL: 
 Lindsey Carnes            class of 2023   Clergy 

 
Delphine Moore  class of 2021   Elder  

 Timm High   class of 2021   Clergy 
 
MISSION COORDINATION COMMITTEE: 
 Jim Offrink   class of 2023    Clergy 
 Julie Princinsky           class of 2023   Elder 

 
Leigh Holder   class of 2022   Clergy 

 
ORDINATION EXAM READERS 
 Andrew Pomerville  class of 2021   Clergy 
 Adam Engel   class of 2021   Elder 
 
The Vice Moderator assumed the chair. 
 
The STATED CLERK’S REPORT was given by the Rev. Ted McCulloch.  
 
The Stated Clerk presented and presbytery approved: 
 

1. The following actions with regard to the review of Session minutes and Church 
Registers: 
 
a. The minutes of the following churches be approved without exception: 

Beaverton-First; Breckinridge Emerson; Croswell-First; Flint-Trinity United; 
Flushing; Holly; Houghton Lake-Kirk of the Lakes; Lapeer; Linden; Marlette 
Second; Midland-Memorial; Mt. Pleasant-First; Saginaw-Countryside Trinity; 
Saginaw-First; Saginaw-Second; Swartz Creek Mundy; Yale-First. 

 
b. The minutes of the following churches be approved with exception:  

 
c. The minutes of the following churches were not approved: None 
 
d. Reminder that church registers were not being reviewed this year due to 

pandemic issues. As we can see many churches have not submitted their 
minutes for review.  Please contact the Ted McCulloch, Stated Clerk, to arrange 
review. 
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The Stated Clerk reported the following items for information: 
 

2. Schedule of Presbytery Meetings: 
 

Saturday, March 6, 2021 By ZOOM 
June 1, 2021 Invitations being accepted 
September 14, 2021 Invitations being accepted 
December 7, 2021 Invitations being accepted 

 
If you are interested in hosting one of those Presbytery meetings, please e-mail the 
Stated Clerk’s office – tmcculloch@presbylh.org.  All meetings start at 9:30 AM.  Meeting 
host churches should be handicap accessible. 

 
The EXECUTIVE PRESBYTER report was given by the Rev. Dr. Dan Saperstein. 
 
The BOARD OF PENSIONS report was given by the Rev. Dr. Doug Portz. 
 
The GENERAL ASSEMBLY COMMISSIONERS report was given by the Rev. Matthew 
Schramm and Elder Heather Bailey. 
 
The TRANSITIONAL SYNOD EXECUTIVE report was given by the Rev. Dr. Chip 
Hardwick.  
 
Attendees were informed that feedback questionnaires would be emailed to them prior 
to the end of the week. 
 
The Moderator assumed the chair. 
 
The meeting adjourned following prayer by the Moderator at 1:30 pm. 
 
The next stated meeting of the Presbytery of Lake Huron is scheduled to be held 
Saturday, March 6, 2021 beginning at 9:30 a.m. via Zoom with Kirk of the Lakes 
Presbyterian Church, Houghton Lake, Michigan, as the highlighted church.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Ted McCulloch 
Stated Clerk 

mailto:tmcculloch@presbylh.org
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ATTACHMENT A – Attendance 
 

 Present Excused Absent  Present Excused Absent 
NAME OF MINISTER    NAME OF MINISTER    
Ahn, Daniel (HR)  1  Miller, Andrew 1   
Becker, John (HR)  1  Moody, Chris  1  
Blackburn, David (HR)  1  Moon, Hakbae 1   
Blatt, Karen (HR) 1   Neumann, James (HR)  1  
Borycz, Edward (HR)  1  Neuville, Donald (HR)  1  
Brooks, Alexander (HR)  1  Novak, Joseph 1   
Browne, Roger (HR)  1  Offrink, James (HR) 1   
Carnes, Lindsey 1   Ofori-Nipaah, Philomena 1   
Carnes, Robbie 1   Park, Dong Won (HR)  1  
Chambers, Janice (HR)  1  Parker, Kenneth (HR)  1  
Chang, Catherine  1  Peterson, Alex 1   
Cundiff, Thomas (HR)  1  Piper, Brant 1   
Cunningham, Bruce (HR)  1  Piper, Leslie  1  
Der-Garabedian, Lucy  1  Pomerville, Andrew 1   
Emrich, Robert (HR)  1  Russell, Dawn 1   
Eshelman, David (HR)  1  Russell, Peter (HR)  1  
Evans-Justin, Mary Anne (HR) 1  Saperstein, Dan 1   
Gillette, George (HR)  1  Schacher, Tom  1  
Graham, Linda 1   Schramm, Matthew 1   
Grant, Glenn 1   Shoemaker, Rodney  1  
Grimes, Ronald (HR)  1  Shugert, Stephen (HR)  1  
Hetzel, Kenneth (HR)  1  Smith, Joy 1   
High, Timm 1   Snyder, Noel  1  
Holder, Leigh  1  Stilwell, Elizabeth  1  
Holmes, Ewan  1  Swihart, Dale (HR)  1  
Hunter, Rhashell 1   Taylor, Robert (HR)  1  
Jensen, Christina 1   Todd, Cassie  1  
Kroener, Scott 1   Vredeveld, Ron  1  
Lawther, Richard (HR)  1  Walser, Joseph (HR)  1  
Lee, Hoon Koo  1  Ytterock, Paul 1   
Loenshal, Michael  1      
Marquardt, Charles  1      
Mayton, Wally 1   Total Present 24   
McCulloch, Ted 1   Total Excused 41   
McMellen, Larry (HR)  1  Total Absent 0   
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ATTACHMENT A – Attendance (Continued) 
 

 Present Absent Elder Commissioner(s) Present 
NAME OF CHURCH    
Alma-First  1  
Bay City-First 1  Barbara Killeen 
Bay City-Westminster  1  
Beaverton  1  
Birch Run 1  Lil Ostrom 
Breckenridge  1  
Caro  1  
Cass City-First  1  
Cass City-Fraser 1  Elizabeth Leitch 
Croswell  1  
Davison 1  Phidge Howe 
Deckerville  1  
Elkton-Chandler  1  
Fairgrove  1  
Fenton-First  1  
Fenton-Tyrone  1  
Flint-First  2  
Flint-Trinity United 1  Waldo Bronson 
Flint-Unity  1  
Flushing 1  Julie Socha 
Grand Blanc-Kirkridge 1  Patty Rockafellow 
Harbor Beach  1  
Holly 1  Jim Lyles 
Houghton Lake  1  
Ithaca-First  1  
Ithaca-Lafayette  1  
Kinde-First  1  
Lapeer 1  Sharon Galbreath 
Linden  1  
Marlette-First  1  
Marlette-Second  1  
Midland-Chapel Lane 1  Trish Martin 
Midland-Memorial 2  Vincent Oriedo, Nancy Brown 
Mt. Pleasant 1  Martha Miller 
Rosebush  1  
Saginaw-Countryside Trinity 1  Mary Ann Parker 
Saginaw-First 1  Janie Gugino 
Saginaw-Korean 1  Byungil Ahn 
Saginaw-Second 1  Adam Engel 
Sandusky  1  
Swartz Creek 1  James Graham 
Tawas 1  Kristy Prentiss 
Twining  1  
Ubly  1  
Vassar  1  
Yale  1  
Total Present 19   
Total Represented 18   
Total Not Represented 28   
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ATTACHMENT A – Attendance (Continued) 
 

ELDER MEMBERS Present Absent Excused 
Heather Bailey 1   
Bill Bowen (COM Vice Moderator)   1 
Andrea Drapp (Trustee) 1   
Adam Engel (Presbytery Council) ***    
Sarah Martin-Fanone (Presby Council)   1 
Janie Gugino (COM Moderator) ***    
Linda Langrill (Moderator) 1   
Georgia McCall (PW Moderator) 1   
Delphine Moore (Presbytery Council)   1 
Roger Scovill (Treasurer)  1   
Total Elder Members 4 0 3 
*** Signed in as Elder Commissioner, did not count here  
    
COMMISIONED RULING ELDERS Present Absent Excused 
Jon Baker   1 
Jon Essex   1 
Shaun Hardimon   1 
Liz Long   1 
Peggy Ronk   1 
Kathleen Rowe   1 
Chris Wolf 1   
CRE Attending 1   
CRE Not Attending 0   
CRE Excused 6   

 
MEETING ATTENDANCE TOTALS   
CATEGORY Present Absent Excused 
Members of Presbytery 24 0 41 
Corresponding Members 5   
Commissioned Ruling Elders 1 0 6 
Church Commissioners 19 28  
Elder Members         4 0 3 
Visitors (Including LHP Staff) 13   
Total People in Attendance 66   

Churches              represented 18   
Churches        not represented  28  
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ATTACHMENT B – COMMP Merge 
Commission on Ministry and Ministry Preparation (COMMP) 

Purpose 
The Commission on Ministry and Ministry Preparation shall work to promote healthy congregations, 
healthy church professionals and healthy relationships between church professionals and congregations 
within the polity of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.); and to shepherd inquirers, candidates, ruling elders, 
and Christian educators in their preparation for ordained, commissioned, or certified ministry. 
 
Membership 
The Commission shall consist of 18 members, in three classes as nearly equal in number as possible. One 
class shall expire each year. The membership shall consist of at least 2 persons from each of the four 
regions of the Presbytery, with the balance elected at-large. 
The Commission shall elect one of its members to serve as moderator. It may elect or provide for the 
appointment of other roles of leadership and service within the commission as needed. 
 
Quorum 
As required by the Form of Government, a quorum for the Commission shall be a majority of its 
members. 
 
Meetings 
The Commission shall meet at least quarterly or as necessary to fulfill its duties. 
 
Duties  

a. The Commission and its members shall perform all delegable duties of presbyteries identified in 
G-3.0307 in the current Form of Government (or successor provisions), and any additional 
responsibilities assigned by Presbytery rule or policy to the Commission on Ministry or the 
Commission on Preparation for Ministry at the time of the adoption of this rule. 

b. The Commission shall fulfill all those responsibilities for applicants, inquirers, and candidates for 
ministry of Word and Sacrament; for persons seeking to become certified as Christian educators, 
and ruling elders seeking to be commissioned to particular pastoral service that are outlined in the 
current Form of Government.  

c. The Commission shall provide opportunities and means of accountability for professional 
development and spiritual growth of church professionals, including the development and 
implementation of a process for commissioning ruling elders to particular pastoral service and 
equipping ruling elders to proclaim the Word in their own congregations when necessary. 

d. The Commission shall approve suitability of all pastoral relationships formed by the session or 
congregation. 

e. The Commission shall be responsive to matters regarding material, health or personal well-being 
of church professionals and their families.  This shall include maintenance of appropriate 
compensation schedules and benefits, as well as providing appropriate Board of Pensions 
requirements and processes guidance. 

f. The Commission shall have the authority to find in order calls issued, to approve and present calls 
for service of ministers, to dissolve pastoral relationships, to grant permission to labor within or 
outside the bounds of the presbytery, and to dismiss ministers to other presbyteries as provided 
for in the Book of Order. 

g. In coordination with the Stated Clerk, report annually the deaths of elders and ministers.  
h. The Commission may assign its work to teams to accomplish its work, provided that all team 

actions be ratified by the Commission at its next stated meeting. 
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ATTACHMENT D – Proposed Budget 
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ATTACHMENT D – Proposed Budget (Continued) 
 

 
 

  



Preliminary Minutes – December 1, 2020 
Page 30 
 

ATTACHMENT E – Lay Pulpit Supply 
 

Proposal for Lay Pulpit Supply Authorization Process 
Purpose: To equip ruling elders for preaching in their own congregations and providing 
occasional, non-contracted, pulpit supply in other congregations. This training may be part of, 
but not a substitute for, satisfying requirements for eligibility to be commissioned as a 
commissioned pastor (CRE). At the successful completion of the course of study, eligible 
trainees may be placed on the Presbytery pulpit supply list at the discretion of the COM1. 
Placement on the pulpit supply list does not confer authority to preside at the sacraments or 
perform weddings, which require separate training and authorization. 
 
Eligibility: Any ruling elder in good standing in a congregation of the Presbytery of Lake Huron 
who has obtained their session’s endorsement to participate. To be eligible for placement on the 
Presbytery pulpit supply list, the trainee must also satisfy the following: 

a) submit to a criminal background check 
b) complete a boundary training event approved by the COM 
c) be approved by the COM (through the Preparation for Ministry Team) which shall 
involve: 
 1) submittal of a statement of faith acceptable to the Team 

2) a face-to-face interview (in person or by Zoom) with the Team about their 
statement of faith, faith journey, and sense of call to preach the Word. 

 3) delivery of a sermon acceptable to the Team 
 
Authorization: An initial probational authorization shall be for a period of one year. A 
preaching mentor shall be assigned for the first year, who shall meet with the trainee quarterly to 
review sermons and preaching assignments. After one year, the COM, upon the recommendation 
of the Preparation for Ministry Team, may lift the probational status, renew the probational status 
for another year, or remove the trainee from the pulpit supply list, at its discretion. 
 
Program: The preaching course shall consist of eight to twelve hours of instruction over four to 
six sessions, ordinarily held weekly. The course shall be led by one or more persons approved by 
the Commission on Ministry. The recommended text shall be A Lay Preacher’s Guide: How to 
Craft a Faithful Sermon by Karoline M. Lewis (Minneapolis: Fortress Press), 2020. Additional 
readings and assignments may be assigned at the discretion of the leader. The course shall 
include training on the following preaching disciplines: 

- The responsible use of scripture in preaching 
- Theological foundations for Reformed preaching 
- The sermon in Reformed liturgy and worship 
- Preaching the lectionary and seasons of the church year 
- Pastoral, prophetic, evangelistic, and discipleship preaching  
- Crafting a sermon: structure and rhetoric 
- Tools and resources for sermon writing 
- The art of sermon delivery  

 
1 If the Presbytery adopts the merger of the COM and CPM, the new name of the merged committee may be 
entered here and elsewhere (“Commission on Ministry and Ministry Preparation”; COMMP).  
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ATTACHMENT E – Lay Pulpit Supply (Continued) 
 
 
In addition to the instructional sessions, each candidate shall write and deliver at least one 
original sermon on an assigned text for constructive feedback and assessment. The sermon may 
be delivered live or on video at the leaders’ discretion. 
 
The leaders shall provide an assessment of each participant on a ready/not ready basis. 
Participants who are deemed not ready shall be provided with an explanation of, and a strategy 
for remedying, any identified deficiencies. The trainees deemed ready shall be referred to the 
Preparation for Ministry Team for interview. 
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